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Switch. 
Save.
Smile.

Take control of your credit with CAMPUS!

• No annual fee
• No balance transfer fee

Apply today at campuscu.com!

for the life of the balance transfer when you transfer  
a balance from your “bank” credit card to a  

CAMPUS VISA Platinum Card.

7.8%
BALANCE TRANSFER SPECIAL

Offer 
is for a 

limited time 
only!

1. OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE ON 1/1/14 - 8/31/14 AND MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. OFFER SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. APR=Annual Percentage Rate. There are costs  associated with the use of this card. For specific information call 
 800-367-6440 or write us at P.O. Box 147029, Gainesville, FL 32614.  2. Credit approval and initial $5 deposit required. Mention this ad and we’ll waive the $15 new membership fee.  This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

Lake City 1658 W. US Hwy. 90    G’ville - E. Campus 1200 SW 5th Ave.    W. Campus 1900 SW 34th St.    Jonesville 107 NW 140th Terrace    Hunter’s Walk 5115 NW 43rd St.    Tower Square 5725 SW 75th St.    UF Health Shands Room H-1     
Springhills Commons 9200 NW 39th Ave.    Alachua 14759 NW 157th Ln.    Ocala 3097 SW College Rd.    East Ocala 2444 E. Silver Springs Blvd.    West Marion 11115 SW 93rd Court Rd.    Summerfield 17950 US Hwy. 441    Tallahassee 1511 Killearn Center Blvd.
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Membership is open to anyone in Alachua, Columbia and Suwannee counties!2

projects at the Lake City 
Medical Center and 
Parkview Baptist Church, 
in addition to interests from 
the Lake City Neurological 
Clinic, Extreme Trucks 
Used Car Lot, Tesla 
Supercharging Station, 
Walmart Liquor Store 
addition, Ashley Furniture 
Showroom and a Discount 
Tire Store.

The Tesla Supercharging 
Station is physically one of 
the smallest new business 
entries, but will potential-
ly have a huge impact on 
the environment through 
the government’s push for 
“green” energy.

200 free stations
The Tesla Supercharging 

Station that will be locat-
ed in Lake City is part 
of the Tesla Company’s 
push to add close to 200 
free charging stations in 
the country for customers 
who purchase their vehi-
cles.

“It’s a docking station 
for Tesla automobiles, very 
nice electric cars,” said 
Laura Reissener, City of 
Lake City planning tech-
nician.

Bob Hathcox, City 
of Lake City director of 
growth management, 
said Tesla is putting the 
charging stations through-
out the country and along 
Interstate 75.

“They’re putting them 
here so the folks that buy 
the cars can actually stop, 
charge them up in about 
30 minutes. While they are 
charging them up they can 
get a cup of coffee or some 
lunch,” he said.

Reissener said Tesla 
charging stations have 
been constructed along the 
East Coast and now the 
company is stepping out 
and heading west.

A Tesla representative 
from Palo Alto, Calif., 
addressed the city’s 
growth management offi-
cials about the concept 
months ago.

“The company originat-
ed in California and they’re 
a very fast growing compa-
ny,” Reissener said.

Medical Center
 Construction on the 

Lake City Medical Center 
lab addition began a 
few weeks ago with an 
approved site plan.

Medical Center officials 
have decided not to begin 
the third floor addition 
but are proceeding with 
Phase 1 and Phase 2 of 
the project, which con-
sists of a catherization lab 
and expansion of the hos-
pital’s emergency room. A 
third-floor addition is not 
scheduled to begin until 
the first two phases are 
complete.

Other progress
n Extreme Trucks — 

Permit issued and con-
struction completed.

n Lake City Neurological 
Clinic — North West 
Harvey and Devane 
Streets. Permit issued and 
construction nearly com-
pleted.

n Parkview Baptist 
Church Addition — Lake 
Jef fery Road. Permit 
issued and construction is 
in process.

n Walmart Liquor Store 
Addition — Site plan review 
process.

n Ashley Furniture 
Showroom — Southwest 
Faith Road; site plan review 
is in process.

n Discount Tire Store 
— Conceptual plan meet-
ing for city utilities and 
annexation. (The property 
is located on Highway 90 
near Publix and is current-
ly not in the city limits.) 
No site plan has been sub-
mitted.

BUSINESS
Continued From 1A

JASON MATTHEW WALKER/Lake City Reporter

The future site of the Tesla Supercharging Station is seen under construction.

Why the sudden spike in interest here?
By TONY BRITT
tbritt@lakecityreporter.com

A number of businesses and eat-
eries looking to increase their con-
sumer bases are now considering 
Lake City for new locations.

City Manager Wendell Johnson 
said he is uncertain why Lake City 
has suddenly appeared on so many 
people’s radar, but since January the 
city has experienced a notable spike 
in interest from companies hoping to 
locate in the area as well as redevel-
opment by local companies.

“I can only speculate that it’s an 
indicator that maybe the economy 
is actually beginning to improve,” he 
said. “Certainly I think land prices 
have probably become more com-
petitive with the 4-5 year economic 
downturn that we’ve had. It’s just 
amazing to me since the first of the 
year it seems that all the pockets of 
undeveloped land and some of the 
older properties are either under 
construction or improvement.”

Johnson said development costs 
alone for the projects were approach-
ing the $2 million range.

“This year we only had a small, .16 

percent increase in our gross tax-
able value in Lake City for 2015, just 
a few million dollars and I looked 
at Columbia County and they had 
a similar spike, but a little bit more 
than ours,” he said.

He said jobs will be one of the 
benefits from the development proj-
ects with the Lake City Medical 
Center expansion looking at bring-
ing in close to 40 new positions, 
Discount Tire adding 20 jobs and he 
anticipated at least an additional 100 
jobs in the area through the addition 
of new restaurants and businesses.

Johnson said the Lake City 
Medical Center expansion proj-
ect is a holdover project that was 
started under Jesse Quillen, for-
mer Columbia County Economic 
Development Department director.

“That expansion was Jesse’s proj-
ect,” he said. “That’s one where he 
coordinated and negotiated all the 
activities leading to the expansion. 
When he left everything was done. 
It was just a matter of finalizing the 
agreement.”

No specific reason has been given 
why 2014 was the year so many busi-
nesses decided to look into develop-

ing their clientele in Lake City.
“Success breeds success,” Johnson 

said. “With the addition of three major 
franchise restaurants last year in Lake 
City (Chick-fil-A, Olive Garden and 
Longhorn Steak), it just gave that 
spike of confidence to some of these 
other developers who were thinking 
about Lake City to take a chance.”

Johnson also noted that over the 
last three years the city council has 
continued its suspension of impact 
fees and that could have also played 
a role in businesses attempting to 
locate in the area.

“I anticipate this as the beginning 
of things to come,” Johnson said. “In 
the last 4-5 years of the economic 
downturn there has really been a 
reluctance to take these risks and 
now we’re seeing those indicators, 
not just physical indicators here in 
town but also in the news. I hope 
this is a sign Lake City is beginning 
to grow. It’s a great location with 
the two interstates... I’m going to be 
very optimistic  and very supportive 
of good managed growth and good 
quality businesses and hopefully our 
tax revenue base will continue to 
grow instead of declining.”
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